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December 15, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


VIA FACSIMILE and E-MAIL
To: 

Associations, Regulatory Agencies, Healthcare Organizations and Publishers

Contact:
Tom Cesar, President



Accreditation Commission for Health Care, Inc. (ACHC)



4700 Falls of Neuse Road, Suite 280



Raleigh, NC 27609



(919) 785-1214

Subject:
ACHC to conduct unannounced surveys starting in 2006

Raleigh, NC. The Accreditation Commission for Health Care, Inc. (ACHC) has announced that effective February 24, 2006 all surveys for new and renewal applicant organizations will be unannounced.  Unannounced means the organization will receive no advanced notice of their survey date.

This change in policy and procedure has become necessary as ACHC in 2006 will have “deeming authority” from CMS for home health agencies, and also expects to have the same status for hospices and durable medical equipment companies.  According to CMS, under deemed status, providers must have unannounced surveys. ACHC has determined that it is prudent to maintain one system for all of its customers. Therefore, customers of all ACHC programs will fall under this new procedure. Prior to the effective date, ACHC applicants will be processed under the current system.   

ACHC believes the new procedure will enhance its accreditation credibility and services by helping providers:

· Concentrate on readiness to meet patient and client needs at all times and in an ongoing way.

· Validate that they have systems and operations which are functional at all times. 

· Substantiate compliance with accreditation standards in real time and on a day to day basis.

· Assure patients and clients that ongoing quality care and services are the focal points of their mission. 

ACHC is a not-for-profit corporation and has been a symbol of quality since 1986. ACHC has ten accreditation programs. These include home health, home medical equipment, home infusion, hospice and others.

